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well on the Things of 1 he 
World, and carry Exttas 
vagance fo far in tlie Mat 


ters 1 Religion | Among the Pagan 
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ingenious People have had very abfurd 
and ridiculous Notions of Religion. 
The Eg prians, ſo celebrated for their 
fine Diſcoveries and Leatning, ſo groſsly 
erred as to imagine that the Gods took 
up their Abodes in the Bodies of Brutes, 
and a ppear d under the Figures of the 
vileſt Reptiles. The Nonnen, Who 
1 were 
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were utterly ignorant of. 46 I: paſſed 
7 Gthe the Apoſtle," and beheld your | 


Devotions, I found an Altar with 'this 


1 feription, To the unknown Go; and 


chen he proceeds to tell them, that, Gui 
1 who made the World and all Things 


therein, ſeeing he is the IL. ord of Hea- 
ven and Earth, dwelleth not in Temples 


made with H, ands, neither i 7s worſhip fed 
with Menus Hands, as tho he my ny 


Thing of his COtaters. 


Here the Holy Apoſtle confut -'the 


Error of the HAlbheniaus and other Pa- 
gant, who imagin d that the Gods made 
their Abode i in the L "Temples and Altars 


dedicated to them. It muſt: however, 2 
be own'd; That this Belief did not uni- 
ver obtain. * Two famous Kings of 


ou demolith'd the T * which 
19 * and Cambyſes 
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— of Wen, ang not in i Pla. | 


ſhut up in a little Haar Him whom 
BD Heavens and the Heaven of Hea ens 

if they could form no other Notion of | 
| N the Uſe of Temples, than that they were 
| a Sort of Priſons to their Gods, a : 
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: whole Univerſe is God's Temple, * 
the Place he takes en n in, 


— of f-the — — — | which 1 
micht . Occãſion to St. Stephen to 
Il them, as he does in the 5th Chap. — 
ofthe: Aa, That tho Toes wnlt 7 
him a Houſe, howbeit the moſt High : 
dwelleth not in Temples made wit 
Hands; and he refers them to one of 
their own Prophets, who introduceth 
the Lord ſpeaking thus, Heaven iu | 
Throne, and the Earth 7s any Poorftook, T7 
what Houſe will ye build me, Jaith the 
Lord, or what is 50 Place of my Res 
Huth not my Hands made all *thefe 
Things. Thoſe carnal : | Fows' imagin d ] 
that the Lord had no Reſt but in there 
Temples, and the modern Jus are ſo 
extravagant as to ſay, that every Time 
the Lord thinks of his ſuffering 
their Temple to be burnt, he cannot 
keep from ſhedding Tears and crying 
dut. What Impiety! But Almighey 4 
God ſoon gave that" ſelfiſh People to 
underſtand, that he could be very" well 3 
| hoy both them and their Temple; 
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Creatures. The Righteouſneb of Van 
doth not extend to God. Before the 
World, or Angels, or Man, or any 
"pion Creature; had a Being, God was 
uo leſs happy; no leſs great than he 
now is. le is not worſhipped, or ber- 
ved, y tbe Yorks of Men Hands, 'as 
bo be meaded any Thing : He has no 
Occaſion fox our Services or our Victims, 
lor our Gold or our Silver, for. gur 
Prayers or our Hymns. He is not ſen- 
ſchle to the Odours of Perfumes, or th 
Obarms of a fine Symphony. We may 
warm - ourſelves bs — Pines which 
A we kindle for * and ſmell the 
- Sweetnefs of our own Incenſe, wih 
Which, tho God may be well plea 
he cannot be Cod. The Benefit: of 
our religious Services redound not to 
our Maker but to ourſelves. It is: not 
with: the King of Hangs as with the 
Bas E Kings 
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ſelves, and ſupport the Dignity of thei 
Crowns. But the ſupream Being is 
rich with his: dyn Riches, and ſtands 
in no need of is Creatures, as a Hea | 
then Poet could ſay; 73 one who had | 
_ not:too much Religion. 
Sod thinking he | has — his £ 
vice, has a kigher Opinion of + A LIT 1 
than che God he ſerves, ſaid ingenioully. 
an other Pagun f. 2 
ples, and magnificent Altars, ant rich 1 
i — our pompous Ceremonies and 
chargeable — tho they be Teſti | 


geto the great Maſter uf the 
Univerſe, yet can they 1 Ways add to 
his Felicity and Grandure. * 0 
Thus our Apoſtle's Argument amounts ] 
8 that Men ſhould 


© God by erecting Temples for his 8 | 
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Hatz do cortend, that the Erection of 
Memples is here forbidden. He intends 
elſe * Proc to — 4 "the 


* ercd aun him? And have not Chil 
| Churches — —— pay heir religh 

Iomage to their great Creator? And 
| hath he not promiſed to be with: them, 
tho but two or three were aſſembled in 
bin Name. Almighty God, then, is 
and highly pleaſed that Men 
ſho ickindd and conſecrate T 
10 him, where Fleſh and Blood may 
have no Property, and where his 
| faithful People may aſſemble themſelves ; 
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Ta: views.) Manner, to + unite 1 
and - Praiſes: el the Aube f — 
Being r J 
Ther nd Tert and the Hired 80. 
lemnity of the Day do neceſſarily 0 
blige me to call upon you to fix yout 
Attention on theſe Things. via. 
I. The Orig — and 6. 
n Thos Conſecration of theſe ſain 4 
Edifices; ; and the Antiquity and Rea- 
ſonableneſs of celebrating the Annivers 
ſaries thereof. As for Way and Man- 
ner of obſerving theſe Anniverſaries or 
Feaſts, I — we muſt defer the Con- 
fideration of that till next Lord's Day 
when, tis to be fear d, there will be 
too much Oecaſion to cnlarge en it. 
1 us begin. * _ TT 9. 
I. In the carbeſd. "Vimar — 
no Temples. Aſtronomy made up not 
only oh Learning but likewiſe the-Re- 
ligion of the — being 
invited by the Serenity of the Clima 
to the 7 &- the: — 


$ gul: ofthe; and rom the untiver- 
l Benrfit:and fu eet rifluence: — dun : 
and Moon had upon all Things,” they - 
| cot N has bs" 30 u. The Per- 


| {thipped: — Deity, 
Lam” che: — Lid ef Nature. 
Jol, who ig the ancienteſt Author we 
__ n bimfelf- from this 
| in ow: ſublime Dialect, Ke 


ng in brightne 4. Ch. 43S 1. 
N the Caſe, fuch be- 
ing t het Religion 0d the earlieſt ines, 
Ik is not to be wonder d at if as yet 
| there were no Temples. - Theſe cover d 
| Edifices being fairer to exclude and ſhyt 

out the Deities, than to give acceſs to 
them. Hence it is, I conceive, that the 
| People of the Ea at this Day go out 
of their Houſes to falute the riſing Sun. 
In he: : moſt ancient Idelaters, therefore, 

WO: 1 . open Air, and fre- 
2 quently othe Tops of Mountains, to 
L have the freer Proſpect "_w the Heavens, 
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weaned wid with — Places of. Men. mow „ | 
which por d them to many Inconye- + 
niences. They did therefore ds i 
themſelves to the. Uſe: of W ads... 


| refreſhing in thoſe. hot Coluttrieng - nd, 
1 as they ſtruck the Werſhip- | 
pers with a/ elk Horror and Reverence, 
and gave them a ſtronger Belief of the 
ee „„ The 
Retirement of the Place, the Silence | 
that reign'd there, and the Cloomineſs ; 
of the Shade, could. not fail to make 
deep Impreſſions on their Minds. The N 
Roman Laws of the twelve Tables enac- 
ted, that they ſhould plant Groves in the 
Country in Herpes the Gods. We 
have frequent Notice taken of theſe re- 
ligious Scenes in Holy Scripture: They 
were adorn'd with Hangings, as appears 
from the 23d Chapter of the 11th 
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ſelves in) But who were the Authors or 
firſt Builders of thoſe D Hoſpi- 
=. t and other learned Men, have 
; reckon? dap Seventeen different 

ons on this Matter: I am very ſenſible 
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: — to you, that it is n proba 

. ther were any Temp les before the Flood, 
or even in Noah's Time, whatever fa- 

bulous Hiſtories and pretended ancien 

Monuments, lately brought 0 Light, 

would aſſert to the oontrary. Ho 

I do think there were ſome Temples he 
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We ſelves to combar thi open The! Ho. 
nour of the Jewiſß Legillator; and o 
ſacred Scriptures, does not ſuffe by-ad 

mitting the great Antiquity: of e 
Temples. If two ——— Men of ot 
o¹n t, have ſo far exalted the Theo- 
logy of the Egyptians, as to make the 
People of God take many of their reli 
gious Rites and Uſages from them, let 
us not combat all their Sentiments (ſe- 
veral whereof are manifeſtly ae by 
rejecting well atteſted Fact. 

This will be ſet i = a full Light in a Seen Th 4 
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; e St. Albar's in Br „ 
With relation to the Sits > of the fe | 
Co tes, were moſthy on mou 
= . for che . before? | 
hinted” at; beſides, on ſuch Places they 
were the more conſpicuous, and had 
the furer Foundation. It may, however, 
be remark d, that this Choice of Nad 
did not unĩverſally obtain: Plz! and 
the infernal Gods, had their Temple 
| built in low Places. The Gods who pre- 
ſided oer > Arts, Virtue and Peace, | 
* St. Alban 1 Brivifh Protomartyr, 2 * Citizen 


of Ferulam, from him called St. Albans, He was mar- 
tyt'd under Diocleſian, An. 303. 120 


ad theirs inthe | moſt 3 
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che Sta- Shore, and the Banks of Rivers; 
And thoſe of Eſculap iut, and tlie other 
zods of Medicine, LR moſt whole 
10 EE Thus the Situation "of. 
1 were ——. . ex- 
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The bis. ancient were open in the Top, 

Wat the Worſhippers might ſee the 
Heavens. The Temple of Jupiter, in 

the Iſle of Crete, one of the oldeſt in 
World, was an immenſe Arch, which 

er in the Eight only above, in order to 

| hide. from the Eye 0 Objeds apo” 
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tion ad 1d Gompolint 1 Mind Even the 4 
| Pagans found, and they have ſorely } 
complain'd to find; their Souls ſo preſs d 1 

down by Corruptions and Earthlỹx } 

Things, as to render it exceeding diffi- 
cult to ſhake off thoſe Clogs and to lift -+4 
up their Souls to Heaven. Now the 
better to aſſiſt them in this arduous Task: 

and to prepare them for their ſolemn I 

Approaches, moſt of thoſe external and 

internal Ornaments, Deerees, and In- 

ſcriptions, wherewith they ſet off their 

Temples, were intended. Thus their 

Temples were commonly ſurrounded 

with Trees, whoſe Shade, as has been 3 

already obſerved, is fo apt to com poſe 

Men's Minds, and to turn them to De- 
votion. Before ſome there were large 

Area's, in the Center whereof there wers 
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here give a ſew Inſtances of ſome of 
ben £ ineſt... of them. God ſees. and 
Fo rules all: This gave Ground to the 
| Egyptian Hierog | yphicks in ſeveral 
| Temples, — repreſented God by 
an Eye in a Scepter, the Emblems of 
$S Providence and Authority. In our fa- 
| cred Scriptures the ſame Thing is repre- 
| ſented by the Phraſe of, Bebollln g from 


Bis 1 For the Divine Majeſty i is no 
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| idle. Spectator, but improves the Height 
| of his Seat, and the univerſal Proſpect 
he hath from thence, . to the Good of 
all Mankind. In a Temple: at Gnoſſus, 
the Capital of Crete, the Supream Being 
Was repreſented. without Ears, to denote 
| that the Sovereign Lord of the Uniyerſe 
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handing alone. Upon the Wall of 4 
Temple of the: Goddeſs Urania; Me 
Divine Laws are not Chains to farts us 
Lu Wings to raiſe us up to tbe wat 
Heavens. In an Oratory of the Pyrbi - 
am Apollo was this — Oracle; The 
Gags: rale teſs Delight 70' divell in Hes 
den than in the Saul off the Puſh whith © 
is-their f true Temple. That illuſtrious 
Heathen Temple on the Portal had theſe 
Words in Letters of Gold, b oxauls a I 
Know Thyſeif yi thatthe Worlbi ; by 
a. true Confideration of their ] &n Un- 
worthineſs, might 4 proach in all Hu- 
mility to their fi ſuppoſe Deities. 2 Th oſe 
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and Statues of the Holy Apoſtles and firſt 
Sufferers, with. the Inſtruments of their 
Martyrdom; more lively and ſtriking 
Repreſentations of the Infant blee 
State of the Chriſtian-Chu reh, thawthe 
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2 to that Teng which Au 
guftus Cœſar built on the Palatine 1 


Mount after the Victory of Tei 


there was a ſpacious Portico, for:a Ald | 
Library. It was an ancient Cuſtom to 

| lay up the Works of Wit and Genius 
in thoſe ſacred Edifices. The Poems | 


of Hefiod were kept in the 


ple, written in Lead, and Heradotis's | 


excellent Hiſtory being ſo well like 


after publick reading in the 0 Iympith 1 
Games, was carried in Triumph, and 


laid up in a neighbouring Temple: The 
Library and Works of Galenus, that ou 4 


lebrated Phyſician of the ſecond Cet 
tury, had an Oratory built 'on purpoſe 
to receive them. In the Temples and 
Pagods of the Perfians, Chineſe, aid 
other polite Nations of the Eaff, dur 
modern Travellers are ſurpria d at the 


Sight of ſo many ſplendid Libraries | 


and Manuſcripts, excellently painted}; 
bly bound, and cover d with Plates 
of 
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| all-good Lame, — open d ſome 
of their Moſques, to let in the Muſes. 
| Nor i is chere a religious Houſe or Com- 
ity oh Regulurs at this Day in the 
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the North, was lin d with Gold. Thoſe 
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to whom they ow'd all Things, and 
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0 rence thi Holy Hy wid! your Fa- 3 
4 1 I * thers and 8 for ſome Hun- 
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that Altar, where theſe pious Anceſton, 
for a long Tract of Years, have received 
1 Syte the Body and Blood of 
CkERIS T. Reverence this ganctu 4 

' where Gop hath fo long ſpoken to Them a 
F and to You, in — and Ser- 
mons; and where They and You have 
ſpoken to Him fo often in N and 
Thankſgivings. 

Dear Shepherd of Thy Flock ! ea . 
| Biſhop of Souls! After thou haſt led 
this People into green Paſture, by the 
ſtill Waters; 2 Thou haſt nouiiſh d 
them with Thy Word and Sacraments 
in this lower Houſe, tranſlate them one 
after another to the Houſe that is above, 

' There to Eat Bread and Drink new. 
Wine in the Kingdom Yf their Father.” | 
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